			WRITING ARTICLES
Your school magazine organises a competition of ARTICLES  entitled “Remembering my first day in high school.” Write your article in 180-200 words.

STEP 1
Pay attention to the FORMAT of an article:
· A catchy introduction able to make the reader want to continue reading your article;
· Semi-formal register;
· Ideas to engage the reader into your writing, to transmit a positive and memorable message.

STEP 2
-Identify the key words and what you are expected to write:
Remembering =  a narrative, using past tenses and respecting the rules of the sequence of tenses;
My = first person narrative, feeelings and vocabulary related to feelings; 

STEP 3:
 Use CONNECTORS  to make your story coherent, such as:
”AT  THE BEGINNING,  FIRST OF ALL, AFTER ALL,  ALTHOUGH, EVEN IF,IF,  AS, NEEDLESS TO SAY, MOREOVER,  HOWEVER , AND YET, IN THE END, AS A RESULT, TO CONCLUDE, THEREFORE, CONTRARY TO, NOT TO MENTION, IN THE MEANTIME, IN THE END, FOR EXAMPLE.

Check:
1. Use only one idea per paragraph and “dress it up” with reasons and examples.
2. Use a variety of grammatical structures for a better impression;
3. Use vocabulary related to keywords such as: “ memories,  feelings, school.”

Model/ Suggested Answer:

“Remembering my first day in high school”

Have you ever imagined that a seemingly ordinary day in your life can leave everlasting memories?  If you had asked me about if four years ago, I would have said  “never”,  but my first day in high school has changed everything.
While walking closer to the high school building, although happy that the exams were over, I had butterflies in my stomach at  the thought of the novelty  awaiting us – a mixture of nervousness and enthusiasm that I  couldn’t explain. 
As I was to realise, I shouldn’t have feared anything at all. The atmosphere in the school yard would have made anyone feel over the moon: everybody smiling, hands being shaken, teachers having that special look of expecting the best. Soon, I became part of it, impatient to know the others and to show how good I could be.
	Needless to say,  hard times would come, but that feeling of self-confidence, in spite of all the fears that I experienced  during my first day in high school will never be forgotten. What’ s more, it will brighten me up forever.

Homework: Write an ARTICLE (180-200 words) about YOUR OWN EXPERIENCE with the title: “My first day in college”
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